
How have you failed to love?  
 

And one of the scribes asked Him, “What commandment is foremost of all?” 

Jesus answered, “The foremost is… you shall love the Lord your God  

with all your heart, and with all your soul,  

and with all your mind, and with all your strength.   

The second is this, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  

There is no other commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:29-32 

 

• Heart – with the inner man, from the core of your being 

• Soul – with your “life.” Your life is God's gift to you. What you do with it 

is your gift to God 

• Mind – with your understanding; by seeking to know Him and His word so 

his principles and values form the foundation of all we think and do 

• Strength – with force or power, making service to God and man and main 

purpose of your life’s work 

 

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous;  

love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly;  

it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,  

does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Love never fails… 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

 

• Patient - Capacity to tolerate delay, trouble or suffering without becoming 

angry or upset; long suffering. 
 

• Kind - Considerate, generous, courteous and gentle; not harsh. 
 

• Content - Not covetous or envious, doesn’t have to compete or be one up 
 

• Humble - Modest; not boastful, proud or haughty. 
 

• Un-selfish - Focused more on the welfare of others than on self; has a servant’s 

heart; gives and sacrifices. 
 

• Self-controlled - Temperate; responds versus reacts. 
 

• Forgiving - Keeps no record of wrongs, doesn’t hold grudges; lets things go. 
 

• Truthful - Not dishonest, is honest, open, and  trustworthy, confronts in love 
 

• Optimistic - Looks for the good, believes the best, stays hopeful and positive 
 

• Persevering - Endures trials and does not give up without a fight. 

 

Beloved, let us LOVE one another, for LOVE is from God; 

and everyone who LOVES is born of God and knows God. 

The one who does not LOVE does not know God, for God is LOVE…1 John 4:7-8  



Have you loved God (obeyed Commandments 1-4)? 
 

1. I am the Lord your God…You shall have no other gods before me.  We are to 

love God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30).  Have you 

made anything or anyone more important than God?  Is God #1 in your life? 
 

2. You shall not make for yourself an idol…you shall not worship them or serve 

them…  Do you worship money, material things, statues or anything made by the 

hands of men? 
 

3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain…  This is not only 

swearing or using the Lord’s name lightly.  It also means saying you’re a Christian 

and not living like it. 
 

4. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all 

your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the Lord your God, in it you shall 

not do any work…  Do you honor God by devoting Sundays to Him and resting 

from all work? 

 

Have you loved others (obeyed Commandments 5-10)? 

 

5. Honor your father and your mother…  This generally means respecting them and 

also helping to take care of them in their old age. 
 

6. You shall not murder…  Jesus further said, “Everyone who is angry with his 

brother…and whoever shall say ‘you fool’ is guilty enough to go into the fiery 

hell” (Matt 5:22). This means that if you are harboring anger against someone, 

you are considered guilty of murder because you are murdering them in your 

mind.  Harboring anger is the first step toward actually committing murder. 
 

7. You shall not commit adultery…  Jesus said, “Everyone who looks on a woman 

to lust for her has committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matt 5:28). Jesus also 

said, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery 

against her, and if she herself divorces her husband and marries another man, she 

is committing adultery” (Mark 10:11-12). 
 

8. You shall not steal…  Stealing is taking anything that doesn’t belong to you, 

including taking time or articles from your employer, falsifying insurance claims, 

cheating on your taxes (Matt 22:17-21), claiming false expenses and not giving 

ten percent to God. (Mal 3:8-12). 
 

9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor… gossip, slander, lying. 
 

10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house…your neighbor’s wife…or anything 

that belongs to your neighbor…  This means that you will not want or desire 

anything that someone else has and that you will be content with what you have.  
 

 


